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WAR NOTICES 


Steel Helmets and Civilian Duty Respirators 


In reply to an inquiry the following letter has been 
received from the Ministry of Health in regard to the 
issue of steel helmets and civilian duty respirators to 
doctors attached to first-aid posts and emergency 
hospitals : 


“IT am directed by the Minister of Health to refer to your 
Jetters of July 5 and 16 with regard to the issue of steel 
helmets and civilian duty respirators to doctors attached to 
first-aid posts and emergency hospitals. 


“ As regards first-aid posts the position is that on November 
13, 1939, the Home Office directed all scheme-making authori- 
ties to make an issue of two steel helmets to each approved 
fixed first-aid post for the use of the doctors attached to the 
post. Subsequently it was realized that at some posts arrange- 
ments had been made for the attendance of additional doctors 
on a sessional basis, and accordingly during December all 
scheme-making authorities. were asked to state how many 
doctors in excess of two were attached to each fixed first-aid 
post in order that an additional. issue might be made. 
Returns were received, and in May of this year the Ministry 
passed the returns to the Ministry of Home Security with the 
request that they would arrange for additional issues as 
required. Accordingly, if any doctor attached to a fixed 
first-aid post has not been issued with a steel helmet the com- 
plaint should be made to the scheme-making authority. If 
no satisfactory reply can be received from the scheme-making 
authority the matter is one for the Ministry of Home Security. 
A copy of this correspondence is being passed to the Ministry 
of Home Security with the request that they will investigate 
cases in which it is stated that steel helmets have not been 
issued in accordance with their directions. As regards doctors 
attached to mobile units an issue of steel helmets to each 
member of the staff was authorized by the Home Office in 
their original direction of August 18. 

* As regards civilian duty respirators scheme-making authori- 
ties were directed by the Home Office on August 18, 1939, 
to issue a civilian duty respirator to each member of the 
staff of an approved fixed first-aid post (including the doctors 
and nurses allocated to the posts), and here again accordingly 
if respirators have not in fact been issued the complaint 
should be made to the scheme-making authority or failing 
them to the Ministry of Home Security. 

* As regards emergency hospitals, scheme-making authorities 
were directed at the beginning of the war to make an issue 
of both steel helmets and civilian duty respirators to all 
hospitals included in the Emergency Hospital Scheme which 
were situated in areas considered to be dangerous—that is, 
for the most part the urban and suburban areas. This issue 
was intended for the use of members of the hospital staff, 
whether doctors, nurses, or lay staff, who might have to be 
working in the open during an air raid, and it was never 
intended that every doctor on the staffs of the hospitals should 
be supplied with a steel helmet or a civilian duty respirator. 
The issue was made on the basis of the number of beds in 
each hospital. 

“ Representations have recently been made to the Minister 
that the initial issue of steel helmets has not been sufficient 
to provide for all members of hospital staffs who may have 
to work in the open during raids, and he is at present in com- 
munication with the Ministry of Home Security with a view 
to ascertaining whether the available supplies will allow an 
increased issue being made to the hospitals. The Minister is 


not aware that the issue of civilian duty respirators to hospitals 
has been insufficient. it being understood that respirators are 
only intended for those members of the staff who may have to 
continue working in concentrations of gas.” 


Duty at First-aid Posts 
The following circular affecting medical officers of first- 
aid posts and mobile units was issued by the Ministry of 
Health to local authorities on August 5: 


MEDICAL OFFICERS AND OTHER PERSONNEL OF FIRST-AID POSTS 
AND MOBILE UNITS 


Arrangements for Reporting for Duty 


“1. | am directed by the Minister of Health to refer to 
paragraph Il of Circular 1869 of September 9, 1939, and to 
State that the Minister understands that under present con- 
ditions of frequent and widespread air raids local authorities 
are experiencing difficulty in interpreting the advice contained 
in that paragraph regarding the time when doctors who have 
undertaken to serve at first-aid posts or with mobile units 
should report for duty. 


“2. In considering this matter it is necessary to take account 
both of the efficiency of the first-aid service and of the 
importance of avoiding any unnecessary strain on medical 
personnel. Having regard to these two factors, the Minister 
thinks it necessary to maintain the general principle that 
doctors should not be required to attend at their posts until 
the town or district has actually been raided—that is to say, 
until an attack has actually been made and there is reasonable 
ground for fearing that casualties may have occurred. He is 
of opinion, -therefore, that the air raid warnings, whether 
general or limited, which are issued by the Ministry of Home 
Security do not, so long as present conditions continue, pro- 
vide a basis upon which the automatic attendance of doctors 
attached to all fixed aid posts and mobile units in the area 
of warning could be justified. Nor, in the Minister’s view, 
would it be practicable to give such general advice to practi- 
tioners as would enable them to exercise their own discretion 
in the matter of reporting for duty. 


“3. The normal practice is for the various air raid pre- 
cautions services to be called into action either on a pre- 
determined rota or as and when required, according to the 
circumstances of the particular service. In conformity with 
this practice the Minister considers that doctors should not 
attend unless summoned by the representative of the Medical 
Officer of Health or other appropriate officer at the Control 
and Report Centre, who, in determining which doctors should 
be required to attend and at which posts, will be guided by the 
information reaching the Centre as to the nature and extent of 
any incident which may occur in the district, and the conse- 
quent likelihood of casualties resulting from direct bombing 
attack, anti-aircraft fire, or aerial fighting. Normally it should 
not be necessary in the first instance to call upon more than 
one doctor for each of the posts affected. 


“4. Arrangements should be made accordingly in the case 
of all fixed first-aid posts. As regards mobile units it is 
necessary to have regard to the special purposes for which 
these have been organized and to the need for ensuring that 
they should be in readiness to proceed with as little delay as 
possible to any locality in which they may be required. Local 
authorities should therefore arrange that, apart from any 
special summons which it may be necessary to issue in accord- 
ance with paragraph 3 above, doctors attached to mobile units 
should automatically attend at their posts whenever a general 
air raid warning is sounded in their district—that is, following 
the receipt of a ‘ Red” warning. 
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“5. If it appears in any area that these arrangements are 
placing an undue strain upon doctors specially allocated to 
mobile units, as compared with those attached to fixed posts, 
the local authority should consider, in consultation with the 
practitioners concerned, whether this difficulty can be obviated 
by an interchange between the two groups. 

“6. Similar considerations will apply in the case of the 
trained nurse attached to a first-aid post. Although she is a 
whole-time officer and on call whenever her services may be 
required, a warning may be given when she is temporarily off 
duty and absent from the post, and it is not desired that the 
periods of rest should be interrupted unnecessarily. The 
Minister considers, therefore, that she should be summoned 
in the same way as the doctor when her services, are required, 
and that in the case of a mobile unit she should report for 
duty when a ‘ Red’ warning is given. Similarly arrangements 
can be made, if necessary, for interchange of staff between 
fixed and mobile units in order to avoid undue strain on the 
staff of the latter. 


“7. The mobilization of the other personnel of the post is 
a matter for the local authority to arrange in accordance with 
the instructions of Regional Commissioners applicable to civil 
defence services generally. 


Medical Practitioners not Attached to Casualty Services 


“8. Some doubt appears to exist among local authorities as 
to whether medical practitioners who may be called upon to 
treat air raid casualties otherwise than as part of the casualty 
service are entitled to fees from the local authority in respect 
of their services. Where it has been necessary—for example, 
in a rural or semi-rural area—to provide immediate medical 
attention for the injured persons and the services of a doctor 
attached to a first-aid post or mobile unit have not been avail- 
able, the circumstances of any claim for payment should be 
reported to the Minister, or to his Senior Regional Officer 
for the Region, in order that consideration may be given to 
the payment of a fee, whether on a sessional basis or other- 
wise, to the practitioner whose services were called upon. 


“Where a doctor not ordinarily attached to the casualty 
service is asked by the medical officer of health to reinforce 
the staff of a first-aid post, whether fixed or. mobile, owing to 
a special emergency he will of course be entitled to a sessional 
fee in accordance with standing instructions. 


Claims by Medicai Practitioners for Sessional Fees 


“9. The duration of a session for the purposes of payment 
of sessional fees should be calculated from the time at which 
the doctor reports at his post in response to a summons (or, 
in the case of mobile units, following a general air raid 
warning). Claims for travelling expenses cannot be admitted. 


* 10. Local authorities should provide a form of claim for 
the doctor’s use, on which he should be required to certify 
the time of receipt of a summons, or to state the time of the 
general warning, as the case may be, and the times at which 
he reported at his post and left the post on the completion 
of his duty. A doctor who attends a post in response to a 
summons under the arrangements set out in paragraphs 3 and 4 
above is entitled to payment even if there should prove to be 
no casualties requiring his services.” 


CentTrat Mepicat War COMMITTEE, 
B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, W.C.1. 


As already announced, there will be no Educational Number 
of the British Medical Journal this year giving details of the 
teaching and licensing bodies and of other medical institutions 
and public services, and the openings for practice and research 
and postgraduate study. The main reasons for this decision 
are the acute shortage of paper and the dislocation of the work 
of medical schools brought about by the war. But though 
the usual information will not appear in the text pages of the 
Journal of September 7, the advertising pages of that issue will 
be open to announcements by universities, colleges, and other 
teaching and examining bodies, and by publishers and manu- 
facturers, etc., who wish to bring their services and goods to 
the notice of intending students of medicine and newly quali- 
fied practitioners. 


Naval, Military, and Air Force 
Appointments 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE 
Royat Naval VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Probationary Surgeon Lieut. S. M. Whitteridge to be Surgeon Lieutenant. 
N. Walters and R. Dowie to be Temporary Surgeon Lieutenants. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES 


Colonel (acting Major-General) H. H. Blake, O.B.E., late R.A.M.C. 
(Reserve of Officers), has relinquished the appointment as Deputy Director -of 
Medical Services and the acting rank of Major-General, and remains 


employed. 
ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 

Lieut.-Colonel! C. McQueen, M.C., having attained the age for retirement, 
has retired and remains employed 

Major C. F. Anthonisz to be Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Captains J. B. George, (Temporary Major) J. T. Robinson, and (Acting 
Major) M. A. Rea to be Majors. 

R. S. S. Statham, O.B.E., and Lieut. G. H. Bickmore, from temporary 
commissions R.A.M.C., to be Lieutenants. 

Lieuts. F. G. Leslie, G. F. D. Perrott, and c. S. Wise have relinquished 
their commissions on account of ill-health. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE 
Flying Officers H. M. Carson and C. W. S. Marris to be Flight Lieutenants. 


Royat Ark ForcK VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


D. W. McLean to be Squadron Leader. - 

S. Ball to be Flight Lieutenant. 

Flying Officer P. E. G. Burnett to be Flight Lieutenant. ‘ 

To be Flying Officers: E. J. Blair, J. F. Cooper, T. Fenwick, W. T. 
Gordon, A Hargreaves, J. D. Jenkins, T. L. Stoate, W. B. Waterfall. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY 


Royat MEepicaL Corps 
‘Majors C.-E. Kindersley and P. W. McKeag have relinquished their com- 
missions On account of ill-health and are granted the rank of Captain. ~ 
Captain B. M. Nicol, from Royal Signals, Territorial Army, to be Captain. 
LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
Royat ArMy MEDICAL Corps 
Lieut. H. A. Gilkes, M.C., has relinquished his commission. 


Postgraduate News 


The Fellowship of Medicine announces the following courses: 
(1) Final F.R.C.S. comprehensive course, including clinical teaching, 
x-ray and museum demonstrations, tutorial classes, and written 
examination papers, mornings, Monday to Friday, August 19 to 
October 11; (2) Final F.R.C.S. clinical course, Wednesdays, Sep- 
tember 4 to 25, at 5.30 p.m. at the out-patient department of West 
End Hospital for Nervous Diseases; (3) M.R.C.P. course in 
neurology at West End Hospital for Nervous Diseases, afternoons, 
from September 9 to 20; (4) M.R.C.P. course in chest diseases 
at Brompton Hospital, Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 5 p.m., from 
August 13 to September 5 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


British PostGRaADUATE MepicaL SCHOOL, Ducane Road, W.—Daily, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Medical Clinics, Surgical Clinics and Operations, Obstetrical and 
Gynaecological Clinics and Operations. Daily, 1.30 to 2 p.m., Post- 
mortem Demonstration. Tues., 2.30 p.m., Ward Clinic, Sir Walter Langdon- 
Brown. Thurs., 2 p.m., Radiological Conference, Dr. Duncan White. 
Fri., 2.30 p.m., Sterility Clinic, Mr. V. B. Green-Armytage. 


FELLOWSHIP OF MEDICINE AND POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, a 
Wimpole Street, W.—Royal Cancer Hospital, Fulham Road, S.W.: Mon., 
Wed., and Fri., 2 p.m., Practical Operative Surgery Course. Royal National 
Orthopaedic Hospital, Stanmore: Sat., 2 p.m., F.R.C.S. Clinical Ortho- 
paedic Course. Brompton Hospital, S.W.: Tues. and Thurs., 5 p.m., 
M.R.C.P. Course in Chest Diseases. 


EDINBURGH POSTGRADUATE. LEcTURES.—At .Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, Thurs., 
4.30 p.m. Prof. J. P. Kendall, F.R.S.: Gas Warfare. 


VACANCIES 


EXAMINING Factory SURGEON.—The appointment at Lochgelly (Fifeshire) is 
vacant. Applications to the Chief Inspector of Factories, Cleland House, 
Page Street, S.W.1,; by August 20. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Cooke, R. H., M.D., Examining Factory Surgeon for the Hendon District 
(Middlesex). 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inserting announcements under this heading is 10s. 6d. This 
amount should be forwarded with the notice, authenticated with the name and 
address of the sender, and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later 
than the first post Tuesday morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


DEATH 


SmitH.—On July 29, 1940, as the result of an accident, Llewelyn George Sm.th, 
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., husband of Nancy (née Davis), of Sittingbourne, Kent, 
aged 38 "years. 
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